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Objectives

ÂWhy should we care about prevention?

ÂWhat is the research base for prevention 
science?

ÂHow have these efforts evolved over the 
past 40 years?

ÂCan multiple state agencies collaborate to 
Unleash the Power of Prevention?



ÅThere has been a shift in the leading 
causes of mortality from infectious to 
non-communicable diseases and 
conditions

ÅBehavioral health problems are implicated 
in this shift

Shift in Causes of Mortality



Leading Causes of Mortality 15 -24 Year Olds 
(2011, U.S.)

Total deaths 
(per 100,000)

1   Motor Vehicle Crashes 15.9

2 Accidents 11.5

3   Intentional self harm (suicide) 10.7

4   Assault (homicide) 10.3

5   Malignant neoplasms 3.7

6   Diseasesof heart 2.2

7   Congenital malformations, deformations and 
abnormalities

1.0

8   Influenza and pneumonia 0.5

9   Cerebrovasculardiseases 0.4

10   Pregnancy, childbirth and the puerperium 0.4

-- All other causes (Residual) 11.1

Hoyert & Xu, 2012    http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr61/nvsr61_06.pdf

7.8

48.8/100,000 
or 72% of all 

deaths



Leading Causes of Mortality 15 -24 Year Olds 
African Americans (2014, U.S.)

Total deaths 
(per 100,000)

1   Assault (homicide) 36.3

2 Accidents 20.7

3   Intentional self harm (suicide) 7.4

4   Diseasesof heart 3.9

5   Malignant neoplasms 3.7

6 HIV 1.7

7    Chronic low respiratory disease 1.0

8    Congenital malformations, deformations and 
abnormalities

0.9

9 Anemias 0.9

10   Diabetes Mellitus 0.8

-- All other causes (Residual) 13.0

CDC WISCARS 2014 accessed 4/28/16

66.1/100,000 or 
74% of all deaths



Leading Causes of Mortality 15 -24 Year 

Olds, American Indian/Alaskan Natives
(2010, U.S .)

Total deaths 
(per 100,000)

1   Intentional self harm (suicide) 20.9

2 Motor Vehicle Crashes 18.0

3   Accidents 9.9

4   Assault (homicide) 11.5

5   Drug-related overdose 3.2

6   Alcohol-related overdose and disease 2.6

7   Malignant Neoplasms 2.0

8   Diseases of Heart 1.9

9   Pregnancy, childbirth and the puerperium 0.7

10  Cerebrovasculardiseases 0.5

-- All other causes (Residual) 9.7

66.8/100,000 
or 82.6% of 

all deaths

CDC WISCARS 2010 accessed 5/20/12



Should Public Systems, for 
example Juvenile Justice and 

Child Welfare, Care about 
Community-based Prevention?

































































































































http://nam.edu/perspectives-2015-unleashing-the-power-of-prevention/
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